PRESS RELEASE

Handover at the Berlin costume house Theaterkunst
Managing Director Susanne Franke becomes a member of the advisory board after
30 years / Andrea Peters takes over as Managing Director as from 01 January 2021
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Berlin, 09 September 2020: After 30 years working for Theaterkunst GmbH, the sole managing
director Susanne Franke is to join the advisory board of the long-established Berlin costume
house on 01 January 2021. She served as a member of the management for 20 years and now
hands over this responsibility to Andrea Peters. With her appointment, the company has recruited
an experienced and very well-connected managing director with more than 30 years of
professional experience in the media industry.
With the strategic reorientation of the renowned company, the continuous expansion of the
costume holdings and the concentrated further development of operations in Berlin, Theaterkunst
GmbH developed under the management of Susanne Franke and the commercial director Kai
Hütsch since 2001 into the leading costume house in Germany.
In 2007, Susanne Franke initiated and designed an exhibition of costumes in cooperation with the
Deutsche Kinemathek - Museum für Film und Fernsehen to celebrate 100 years of national and
international film history on the occasion of the company‘s 100th anniversary. Today, parts of the
unique costume collection are regarded as a national treasure. The collection has now grown to
around 10 million costume pieces following the purchase and acquisition of collections from such
companies as NDR, Sender Freies Berlin, Studio Hamburg and ZDF Hamburg.
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During her years as sole managing director, Susanne Franke concentrated on the company‘s
orientation towards the international market, opening up branches in Budapest, Cologne and
Warsaw alongside the Berlin headquarters, and continuously expanding the digital offering in the
form of the so-called Theaterkunst Showroom. A virtually accessible showcase gives an insight
into the quality, diversity and range of the unique costume collection.
Theaterkunst shareholder and owner Kerstin Giulini stresses: “The past 30 years saw Susanne
Franke showing an untiring, professional and highly motivated commitment to Theaterkunst in its
operative business. She is largely responsible for the company‘s strategic expansion and its strong
position in the German and European markets. Many thanks to Frau Franke for this great
achievement! Fortunately, she will continue to support Theaterkunst with her great knowledge and
expertise as a member of the advisory board. We are looking forward to working with the new
managing director Andrea Peters, who will be dedicating herself, among other things, to the
international orientation of Theaterkunst.”
Susanne Franke: “After 30 years in the operative business, I would now like to share my
experience with Theaterkunst as a member of its advisory board and thus retain a connection with
the company. It was a unique opportunity as the managing director to be able to play an active role
in shaping the company‘s further development. I really enjoyed getting our customers enthusiastic
about costumes and working with my great team to find individual solutions for every request and
challenge. I am pleased that I could hand over a well-ordered house to Andrea Peters and look
forward to the exchange of ideas and fresh impetus for Theaterkunst.”
Andrea Peters: “I am very excited about being in charge of Germany‘s largest costume house in
future. Building upon the great wealth of experience of the Theaterkunst team, we now want to tap
into new markets, continue to support our customers at home and abroad on their productions, and
use the opportunities offered by the increased demand for content for further growth in the
company, with a particular focus on the online sector.”
Andrea Peters, CEO of media:net berlinbrandenburg, which developed into the leading network for
the media and digital industry in the capital region under her management, will be leaving the
network at the end of the year after 13 years at its helm.
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Founded in 1907, the privately run Theaterkunst GmbH, the costume house for film, television,
advertising and stage production, reverted to private hands at the beginning of 2018. The
renowned and internationally active company with a collection of around 10 million costume pieces
over an area of 8,000 sqm has provided the costumes for many thousands of films, ranging from
such classics as Fritz Lang‘s METROPOLIS, Josef von Sternberg‘s THE BLUE ANGEL through
international productions such as THE READER with Kate Winslet, VALKYRIE with Tom Cruise,
THE HUNGER GAMES: MOCKING JAY with Jennifer Lawrence to films like Maren Ade‘s multiawardwinning TONI ERDMANN, Fatih Akin‘s Golden Globe winner IN THE FADE, the Oscar winner
THE LIVES OF OTHERS, Terrence Malick‘s Cannes winner A HIDDEN LIFE, and such
successful series as HOMELAND, BABYLON BERLIN or DARK. As a creative service provider,
the company offers its customers a one-stop individual service - from consulting and research to
production, rental and sale - everything you need to know about costumes.
More information about the company: www.theaterkunst.de and www.facebook.com/theaterkunst.
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